CHAPTER VI.

WYCLIF AS  POLITICIAN.

YCLIF had displayed his best
qualities at Oxford, where he
was devotedly loved. He was
essentially strong in all the rela-
tions of life, save in the un-
fortunate particular of physical
health. If there be one note in
his character more prominent
than the rest, it is that of spon-
taneous and effective championship. He was the
champion of seculars against regulars, of the Univer-
sity against Pope and hierarchy, of the ignorant
masses against obscurants, of the nation against
the Papacy, of the new truth as he had seen it
against friars, bishops, and papal bulls. Men of all
classes, from peasant to Parliament and King, looked
to him at one time or another for strength, inspira-
tion, or protection, and they did not look in vain.